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revolving doors and blames bleeding-heart 
liberals for the chaos in which we all live. 
Because the problem is clearly framed as 
a lack of adequate sanctions, the policies 
required to address crime are clear: Enact 
sanctions that are swift, certain, and severe. 
Offenders must be punished brutally, and 
the crime problem will be solved.

A second common crime frame 
found in the media is the blocked 
opportunities frame. This perspective 
suggests that crime results from a lack 
of legal opportunities among offenders. 
Offenders live in poverty and are unedu-
cated, unemployed, and discriminated 
against. Therefore, those living in these 
conditions are left with no other option 
but to commit crimes. Given this tidy 
explanation for the presence of crime, the 
solution is simple and clear: Enact poli-

cies that lift people out of poverty, educate them, offer them skills to enhance employability, 
and end discrimination. Given the right opportunities, offenders will not commit crime.

The social breakdown frame presents crime as the obvious result of a breakdown in 
family and community. Alleged evidence of this collapse includes high divorce rates, cohabi-
tation of unmarried people, out-of-wedlock births, same-sex marriage, and other noncon-
ventional family units. This frame also contends that the availability of welfare has further 
enabled families and the community to disintegrate. This clear framing of the issue identifies 
the policies needed to correct crime: Enact policies that promote family and community val-
ues, and end handouts.

The fourth common crime frame found in the media is the racist system frame. This 
perspective holds that the problem is not crime, but rather the criminal justice system. In 
this frame, law enforcement, courts, and corrections are depicted as racist agents of oppres-
sion. The criminal justice system, then, is used as a means to oppress people of color. Given 
this simple problem, the solution is clear: Enact policies that ameliorate racial injustices, and 
include the banding together of people of color to gain the justice that they deserve.

And finally, the violent media frame depicts crime as a direct result of the violent media 
that bombard us in television, movies, video games, and music. This frame holds that this 
constant display of violence leads to a lack of respect for human life and increased violence 
in the nation. To remedy this situation, the required policy is clear: Enact policies that would 
regulate widespread violent imagery available to the masses.

Infotainment
An unfortunate offspring of the relationship between media and crime is infotainment. 

Infotainment is the marketing of a highly edited and distorted combination of entertain-
ment and information purported to be truthful and comprehensive. Infotainment leads the 
viewing public to feel that they are being educated with facts and information about crime 
and the criminal justice system in the United States. In reality, the public is receiving a highly 
edited and narrow view of the topic. There are endless examples of false beliefs held by the 
public that is commonly portrayed in the media:

•• Women are more likely to be victims of violence than men.

•• Murder is one of the most frequent types of violence committed.

•• Children are at higher risk of being violently victimized at school than away from 
school.

blocked opportunities 
frame: This frame 
indicates that crime 
results from a lack of 
legal options. Offenders 
live in poverty, are 
uneducated, unemployed, 
and discriminated 
against, and because 
of that commit crime.

social breakdown 
frame: Indicates that 
crime is the result of 
a breakdown in family 
and community.

racist system frame: 
Indicates that the problem 
is not crime, but rather that 
law enforcement, courts, 
and corrections are racist 
agents of oppression.

violent media frame: 
This frame finds that 
crime is depicted as 
a direct result of the 
violent media present in 
television, movies, video 
games, and music.

infotainment: The 
marketing of a highly 
edited and distorted 
combination of 
entertainment and 
information purported 
to be truthful and 
comprehensive.

Blocked opportunities frame. As a policymaker, what would you do to reduce 

crime? Would you act to reduce poverty, unemployment, and discrimination? 

How might those actions influence crime?
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